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must create them, and the solutions will follow. 
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Links of interest

• Leon Berard Center = cancer 
disease center

Vygon - BD



Postulate: PICC-PORT is well placed
– Percutaneous access was always performed under 

ultrasound guidance at the proximal third of the arm in 
the ‘yellow zone’ according to the PICC ZIM

– Tourniquets were never used to stop venous flow
– in the upper-arm of the unaffected breast cancer body side
– The accessed vein was always measured in order to obtain 

(whenever possible) a catheter-to-vein ratio ⩽0.33.
– zone tip location in the distal third of the superior vena 

cava 
– A subcutaneous pocket for port reservoir placement was 

obtained 3–5 cm distal to the vein access in the mid third 
of the arm with a 15–20 mm cutaneous access in the so-
called green zone



PICC-PORT







Ecchymosis



The arm is always in 
moving

The skin on the arm is
thin

The port on the arm is not
located on a large, stable 

and immobile hard surface



Skins are different



Not the same skin, the same
trophicity





















An adapted port

• Large septum: to avoid 
puncturing in the same place
• Low profil: to reduce the tension 

on the skin



Adapted needle

Huber needle not adapted: too big, too long, too 
bulky





Unadapted dressing



Low profil Huber needle

High = 15 mm
Size = 20 G







With our humble experience,
we prefer:

Short and sequential treatments such as 
adjuvant breast chemotherapy 

infusion 1 - 2hours,
3-6 months 

• With a beautiful skin with a nice trophicity



We avoid

Long and Continous treatments with Home 
infusions:

No parenteral nutrition 
No chemotherapy lasting 3 days
Poor skin



Sometimes choose another solution



Take home message



Conclusion

• Placement of PICC PORT must be well done
• Skin complications (exposition, extravasation) may 

not be uncommon.
• Good indication: Short-term hospital treatment on 

healthy skin
• Adapted port: slim port  with large septum
• Good Huber needle: good length



Lyon: fête des lumières


